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Introduction to Program of Studies 
  
 
The 2010-2011 Fishers Island School Program of Studies has been prepared to help our students and their 

parents choose a course of study for the secondary school years. Specifically, readers will find helpful 

information in this publication they can use to make informed decisions about course selections for the 

2010-2011 school year and future secondary school years.  

 

Fishers Island Union Free School provides students with άhigh qualityέ core curriculum in mathematics, 

English language arts, social studies, science, and languages other than English.  Additionally, a wide 

range of choices in required and self-selective courses in the arts, career development and occupational 

studies, health / physical education / family and consumer sciences, and technology education is 

available to all students. After having pre-registered for the required courses, students will want to select 

courses based on their interest, skills, and goals they have for their future beyond high school.  

 

The educational program at Fishers Island School also offers students the opportunity to broaden their 

learning experiences beyond the classroom.  Consequently, they can take advantage of an array of co-

curricular and extracurricular activities within the school environment and the extended Fishers Island 

community. Some of the many possibilities available include clubs, school sports, student council, 

community theatre arts, community center activities and community service projects. All of these 

activities provide opportunities for students to pursue their interests and to enjoy time with their peers 

and community mentors.   

 

Students and their parents/guardians should jointly review this publication and discuss course options 

thoroughly. Prior to selecting courses for the next year, it is recommended that students seek assistance 

from their school counselor in the Guidance Office. Remember, secondary school courses become the 

foundation for future higher education and training that support ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ personal goals for career 

and life.  

 

The administration, faculty, and staff of Fishers Island School are here to provide all students with the 

resources, support, and encouragement they will need to be successful in the next school year. Please 

take advantage of these resources as you plan your course of studies for 2010-2011.   

 

 

New York State Learning Standards and  

Core Curriculum Requirements 
 

Fishers Island Union Free School District is a New York State public school and operates under the rules, 

regulations and standards set forth by the New York State Department of Education. The Regulations of 

the Commissioner of Education for New York requires that every public school student in New York State 
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be provided an opportunity to receive instruction in order to achieve the New York State Learning 

Standards. Furthermore, all students in New York schools should receive an engaging and 

developmentally appropriate education. Furthermore, school staff and parents are encouraged to 

collaborate on educational decisions to ensure that all students graduate from high school ready for 

work, higher education, and citizenship.  

 

In order to earn a high school diploma in a New York State public school, a student must have a 

minimum of twenty-two (22) specific high school credits and pass five (5) identified Regents 

Examinations. The New York State Learning Standards and core curriculum guidance documents are the 

foundation upon which the New York State Regents assessments are developed and aligned. 

Accountability status for each local school and district is based on these State assessment scores for all 

students. 

 

The SǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻw and 

be able to do as a result of skilled instruction. It is the responsibility of each local school district to 

develop curricula based on the New York State Learning Standards, select textbooks and instructional 

materials, develop pacing charts for learning (scope and sequence), and provide άōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎέ 

professional development for local teachers to ensure that all students have access ǘƻ άƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅέ 

instruction leading to student attainment of these learning standards. 

 

To that end, the administration, faculty and staff at the Fishers Island School have developed a Program 

of Studies that incorporates and promotes the New York State Learning Standards. Additionally, they 

have created elective course options for students that provide them access to multiple learning 

opportunities across their secondary school years.  

 

 

 

Overview of New York State Learning Standards  
 

Health, Physical Education, and Family and Consumer Sciences 
 

Standard 1: Personal Health and Fitness 

Students will have the necessary knowledge and skills to establish and maintain physical fitness, participate in 

physical activity, and maintain personal health. 

 

Standard 2: A Safe and Healthy Environment 

Students will acquire the knowledge and ability necessary to create and maintain a safe and healthy environment. 

 

Standard 3: Resource Management 

Students will understand and be able to manage their personal and community resources. 
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Mathematics, Science, and Technology 
 

Standard 1: Analysis, Inquiry, and Design 

Students will use mathematical analysis, scientific inquiry, and engineering design, as appropriate, to pose 

questions, seek answers, and develop solutions. 

 

Standard 2: Information Systems 

Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies. 

 

Standard 3: Mathematics (Revised 2005) 

Students will understand the concepts of and become proficient in the skills of mathematics; communicate and 

reason mathematically; become problem solvers by using appropriate tools and strategies through the integrated 

study of number sense and operations, algebra, geometry, measurement, and statistics and probability. 

 

Standard 4: Science 

Students will understand and apply scientific concepts, principles, and theories pertaining to the physical setting 

and living environment and recognize the historical development of ideas in science. 

 

Standard 5: Technology 

Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, use, and evaluate products and 

systems to satisfy human and environmental needs. 

 

Standard 6: Interconnectedness: Common Themes 

Students will understand the relationships and common themes that connect mathematics, science, and 

technology and apply the themes to these and other areas of learning. 

 

Standard 7: Interdisciplinary Problem Solving 

Students will apply the knowledge and thinking skills of mathematics, science, and technology to address real-life 

problems and make informed decisions. 

 

English Language Arts 
 

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding 

Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students 

will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge 

generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and 

written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and 

transmit information. 

 

Standard 2: Language for Literary Response and Expression 

Students will read and listen to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances from American 

and world literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the 

diverse social, historical, and cultural dimensions the texts and performances represent. As speakers and writers, 

students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-

expression and artistic creation. 
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Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 

Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation. As listeners and readers, students 

will analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. 

As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the 

English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, 

information and issues. 

 

Standard 4: Language for Social Interaction 

Students will listen, speak, read, and write for social interaction. Students will use oral and written language that 

follows the accepted conventions of the English language for effective social communication with a wide variety of 

people. As readers and listeners, they will use the social communications of others to enrich their understanding of 

people and their views. 

The Arts 

 
Standard 1: Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Arts 

Students will actively engage in the processes that constitute creation and performance in the arts (dance, music, 

theatre, and visual arts) and participate in various roles in the arts. 

 

Standard 2: Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources 

Students will be knowledgeable about and make use of the materials and resources available for participation in 

the arts in various roles. 

 

Standard 3: Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art 

Students will respond critically to a variety of works in the arts, connecting the individual work to other works and 

to other aspects of human endeavor and thought. 

 

Standard 4: Understanding the Cultural Contributions of the Arts 

Students will develop an understanding of the personal and cultural forces that shape artistic communication and 

how the arts in turn shape the diverse cultures of past and present society. 

 

Career Development and Occupational Studies 

 
Standard 1: Career Development 

Students will be knowledgeable about the world of work, explore career options, and relate personal skills, 

aptitudes, and abilities to future career decisions. 

 

Standard 2: Integrated Learning 

Students will demonstrate how academic knowledge and skills are applied in the workplace and other settings. 

 

Standard 3a: Universal Foundation Skills 

Students will demonstrate mastery of the foundation skills and competencies essential for success in the 

workplace. 
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Standard 3b: Career Majors 

Students who choose a career major will acquire the career specific technical knowledge/skills necessary to 

progress toward gainful employment, career advancement, and success in postsecondary programs. 

 

 

Languages Other Than English (LOTE) 
 

Standard 1: Communication Skills 

Students will be able to use a language other than English for communication. 

 

Standard 2: Cultural Understanding 

Students will develop cross-cultural skills and understandings. 

 

 

Social Studies 

 
Standard 1: History of the United States and New York 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, 

developments and turning points in the history of the United States and New York. 

 

Standard 2: World History 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, 

developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of 

perspectives. 

 

Standard 3: Geography 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the 

interdependent world in which we liveτlocal, national, and globalτincluding the distribution of people, places, 

ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ surface. 

 

Standard 4: Economics 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of how the United States and 

other societies develop economic systems and associated institutions to allocate scarce resources, how major 

decision-making units function in the United States and other national economies, and how an economy solves the 

scarcity problem through market and nonmarket mechanisms. 

  

Standard 5: Civics, Citizenship, and Government 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing 

governments; the governmental system of the United States and other nations; the United States Constitution; the 

basic civic values of American constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, 

including avenues of participation. 
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Overview of New ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ Regents Examinations 
 

Regents High School examinations, or simply The Regents, are exams given to students seeking high 
school Regents credit through the New York State Education Department. The exams are designed and 
administered under the authority of the Board of Regents of the University of the State of New York. 
Regents exams are prepared by a conference of selected New York teachers of each test's specific 
discipline who assemble a "test map" that highlights the skills and knowledge required from the specific 
discipline's learning standards. The conferences meet and design the tests three years before the tests' 
issuance, which includes time for field testing and evaluating testing questions. 

To graduate with what is called a "Regents' diploma," students are required to have earned appropriate 
credits in a number of specific subjects by passing year-long or half-year courses, after which they must 
earn a score of 65 points or better on the Regents' examination in that subject area. This expectation is 
in addition to passing the courses themselves, the passing grade of which is based on an individual 
teacher's or school's own tests and class work. 

To receive a regular high school diploma, students in New York State must pass, with a score of 65 or 
higher, five Regents Exams: Integrated Algebra (or Math A), Global History and Geography, U.S. History 
and Government, Comprehensive English, and at least one Regents level science course (Earth Science, 
Biology/Living Environment, Chemistry, or Physics).  

To receive an Advanced Regents Diploma, students must also pass an additional Regents science exam, 
an additional math exam (Math B), and a LOTE (Languages Other Than English) exam. 

The following New York State Regents Exams are currently administered at the Fishers Island School; 
however, the testing program may vary depending on student enrollment in specific courses from year 
to year.  

 Mathematics  
o Mathematics A ς Final Exam in January 2010  
o Integrated Algebra I ς First Exam in June 2009 
o Integrated Geometry - First exam in June 2010  
o Integrated Algebra II and Trigonometry- (First exam in June 2011)  

 Science  
o Earth Science/The Physical Setting  
o Biology/The Living Environment  
o Chemistry/The Physical Setting  
o Physics/The Physical Setting ς (offered in January and June)  

 Languages Other Than English (LOTE )(offered every June)  
o Spanish (Offered every January and June)  
o French 

 Social Studies  
o Global History and Geography  
o American History  
o US Government and Economics  

 English Language Arts  
o Comprehensive English  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_State_Education_Department
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Board_of_Regents
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_the_State_of_New_York
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DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS  
(See Page 11 for Footnotes) 

 

 
NEW YORK STATE 
REQUIREMENTS 

 

GRADUATING CLASS 
of  

2010 

GRADUATING CLASS 
of  

2011 

GRADUATING CLASS 
of  

2012 

GRADUATING CLASS 
of  

2013 

GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS 

Regents 
Diploma 

Regents 
Diploma 

Advanced 

Regents 
Diploma 

Regents 
Diploma 

Advanced 

Regents 
Diploma 

Regents 
Diploma 

Advanced 

Regents 
Diploma 

Regents 
Diploma 

Advanced 

 
UNITS OF CREDIT: 

 

 
Credits 

 
Credits 

 
Credits 

 
Credits 

 
Credits 

 
Credits 

 
Credits 

 
Credits 

English Language Arts 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Social Studies 4(a) 4(a) 4(a) 4(a) 4(a) 4(a) 4(a) 4(a) 

Mathematics 3(b) 3(b) 3(b) 3(b) 3(b) 3(b) 3(b) 3(b) 

Science 3(b) 3(b) 3(b) 3(b) 3(b) 3(b) 3(b) 3(b) 

Health 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 

The Arts 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

LOTE  1(d) 1(e) 1(d) 1(e) 1(d) 1(e) 1(d) 1(e) 

Physical Education 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

Sequence Courses/Electives 3.5 3.5(f) 3.5 3.5(f) 3.5 3.5(f) 3.5 3.5(f) 

TOTAL CREDITS REQUIRED 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 

 
EXAMINATIONS: 

 

        

Regents  
Diploma 

Regents 
Diploma 

Regents 
Diploma 

Advanced 

Regents 
Diploma 

Regents 
Diploma 

Advanced 

Regents 
Diploma 

Regents 
Diploma 

Advanced 

Regents 
Diploma 

Regents 
Diploma 

Advanced 

Comprehensive English 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Global History/Geography 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

US History & Government 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Mathematics 1 2(g) 1 2 or 3(h) 1 3 or 2(h) 1 3(i) 

Science 1 2(j) 1 2(j) 1 2(j) 1 2(j) 

LOTE  (k) 1(l) (k) 1(l) (k) 1(l) (k) 1(l) 

TOTAL EXAMS REQUIRED 5 7 or 8 5 7, 8 or 9 5 7, 8 or 9 5 8 or 9 

 
Local  

Diploma(m) 
Local 

Diploma 

Local 
Diploma 

Local 
Diploma 

Local 
Diploma 

Regents Exam Score is 65+  and 
Regents Exam Score of  55-64 
 

3 exams 
2 exams 

4 exams 
1 exams 

NA 
NA 

NA 
NA 

OR     

For students with disabilities: 
Regents Exam score of 55-64(n) 
 

1-5 exams 
 

1-5 exams 
 

1-5 exams 
 

1-5 exams 
 

Regency Competency Tests(o) 
 

1-6 exams 
 

1-6 exams 1-6 exams 1-6 exams 
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FOOTNOTES for DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS 
(Section 100.5 of NYCRR) 

 
Please Note: School districts may establish diploma requirements in addition to those outlined here. 

 
(a) Four credits required, including 1 unit in American History and ½ unit each in Participation in Government and Economics. 
 
(b) Students may meet the learning standards in technology either in a course in technology education or through an integrated 
course combining technology with mathematics and/or science. A commencement-level course in technology education may 
be used as the third unit of credit in science or mathematics, but not both. 
 
(c) The Arts are defined as dance, music, theatre, and visual arts. 
 
(d) Students with a disability may be excused from the requirement for one unit of credit in LOTE if so indicated in the 
Individualized Education Program (IEP). Students must receive LOTE instruction no later than the beginning of Grade 8 and 
complete 2 units of study by the end of Grade 9. 
 
(e) To earn the advanced designation, the student must complete one of the following: two additional units in a language other 
than English (3 LOTE credits total); career and technical education (5 credit CTE sequence); or The Arts (5 credit sequence). 
Students with disabilities who are exempt from the LOTE requirements as indicated on the IEP may earn the advanced 
designation as long as the required number of credits to graduate is met. 
 
(f) Sequence courses and/or electives may include LOTE, CTE, and The Arts. 
 
(g) Students must pass two commencement level Regents Examinations in mathematics through one of the following 
conditions: Mathematics A and Mathematics B, or Mathematics A and Algebra II/Trigonometry. 
 
(h) Students must pass one of the four combinations of commencement level Regents Examinations in mathematics: for the   
two examination combination, Mathematics A and Mathematics B, or Mathematics A and Algebra II /Trigonometry;  for   the 
three examination combination, Mathematics A, Geometry, and Algebra II /Trigonometry, or Integrated Algebra, Geometry, 
and Algebra II/Trigonometry. 
 
(i) Students must pass three commencement level Regents Examinations in mathematics through one of the following 
combinations: Mathematics A, Geometry, and Algebra II / Trigonometry or Integrated Algebra, Geometry, and Algebra II / 
Trigonometry.  
 
(j) A total of two Regents Examinations in science, with at least one in life science and at least one in physical science.  
 
(k) Students who complete Checkpoint A of the syllabus and two units of study in a single language other than English no later 
than the end of Grade 8 must pass the second language proficiency examination in order to earn one unit of credit toward the 
high school diploma. 
 
(l) If so indicated in the IEP, students with a disability may be excused from completing the additional LOTE units and the 
corresponding Regents Comprehensive Examination. Students completing a sequence of not less than 5 units of credit in CTE or 
the Arts are not required to complete the additional two units of LOTE or to pass the Regents Comprehensive Examination in 
that language to earn a Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation. 
 
(m) Students who successfully appeal two Regents Examination scores within three points of the 65 passing score and who 
meet the other requirements of the appeals process specified in CR 100.5(d)(7) will earn a local diploma. 
 
(n) For students with disabilities who first enter Grade 9 in September 2005 and thereafter, a score by the student of 55-64 may 
be considered as a passing score on any Regents Examination required for graduation with a local diploma.  
 
(o) Students with disabilities who fail one or more Regents Examination and who pass the corresponding Regents Competency 
Test (RCT) will receive a local diploma. 
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Conventional Courses of Study 
 
Fishers Island School conventional courses are arranged in this Program of Studies in the traditional 
subject areas listed below: 
 
English Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Science, Science, Music, Visual Arts, World Languages, 
Computer/Business, Technology, Family and Computer Sciences, Health, Physical Education, Special 
Services. 
 
Please refer to the Table of Contents to locate information about each of these conventional courses.  
 

Alternative Learning Experiences 
 
Fishers Island alternative learning experiences are courses and programs of study that differ in content or 
in other ways from the conventional courses. They are typically designed to supplement normal 
graduation requirements for students. These may include the following: 
 
Virtual Learning (Virtual High School courses), Project Explore experiences and / or projects, College 
Courses (community college or traditional)*, Work-Study (Guidance Office /Superintendent / Principal 
approval required)* 

*(Note: These courses require Superintendent and Board of Education (BOE) approval. Information about 
alternative learning experiences can be obtained through the Guidance Office.) 

 

          Enriched Learning and College Credit 
 
Fishers Island School students have at their disposal a wealth of conventional and alternative course 
opportunities available in a variety of academic settings and venues. Typically, these courses are 
designed to enrich a student profile and enhance a traditional high school transcript. They are not 
designed to supplant graduation requirements or courses already offered as part of our conventional 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΦ 
 
While Fishers Island School does not presently offer the traditional Advanced Placement (AP) courses 
through the College Board, these can be taken through the Virtual High School Program explained under 
the VHS heading of this document. The exams for these courses may also be taken at area high schools 
for a fee through the Educational Testing System (ETS)/College Board. The score range is from a low of 1 
to a high of 5. Colleges and Universities may at times grant college credit for scores that range between a 
3 and a 5. With administrative approval, a score of 3 or higher may also be used in place of a NY Regents 
exam depending on the exam and course taken. This substitute may only occur pursuant to the New York 
Department of Education (NYSED) policies surrounding the Regents program. 
 
College courses taken at an institution of higher learning must have prior approval by the Superintendent 
and the BOE if high school credit is being requested. As stated prior, these courses are not designed to 
supplant normal graduation requirements or courses already offered at Fishers Island School. As is typical 
of most high schools, the student is always encouraged to use the University or College transcript as a 
supplement to the Fishers Island one as part of the college application process. Speak with your Guidance 
Counselor about this important process. 
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Community Service  
 

The community service program is designed to encourage students in Grades 7-12 to volunteer their 
services for community projects.  The student gains approval for community service by recording the 
activity on ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ  
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘΦ  The community service must 
be unpaid.  Any student who belongs to a co-curricular club and performs community service with that 
club will have those hours count toward the 100 hours required.  The Service hours should occur outside 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ 
 
 Approval for community service must be granted in advance of the day the service is performed and the 
appropriate documentation must be submitted for official verification by the administration or his/her 
designee. Students completing 100 hours of documented service may earn the right to participate in 
class educational trips.  

 

The Virtual High School 
 

Fishers Island School is part of the Virtual High School organization whose mission is to develop and 
deliver standards-based, student-ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ 
and access to develop 21st century skills. Online teaching is intended to augment rather than replace 
traditional classroom teaching.  
 
The Virtual High School offers a wealth of trained, experienced faculty members qualified in numerous 
disciplines, for teaching a wide array of courses designed to meet the needs of students who qualify to 
take courses offered by the Virtual High School. Virtual High School offers over 200 semester courses in 
Art, Business, English, Language Arts, World Languages, Life Skills, Math, Science, Social Studies, and 
Technology. In addition, VHS offers 15 Advanced Placement (AP) full-year courses to participating 
students. All of the core courses are NCAA accredited.  
 
Student-centered online courses are delivered to students to promote a high quality collaborative 
learning environment in which students exchange and interaction is a valued component of the 
instructional process. Qualified students need to be self-directed and self-motivated learners interested 
in pursuing a course of study that is not already offered within the Fishers Island School Program of 
Studies. Virtual High School offers online education to almost 260 schools located all over the world. 
Through VHS, schools are able to increase course offerings each semester. Space may be limited and a 
fee may be charged.  Interested students can obtain further information from the Guidance counselor. 
 

Driver Education 
 

The goal of the Driver Education program is to produce safer, more skillful and knowledgeable drivers. 
Students may elect Driver Education in grades 10-12; they must be 16 years of age (on or before the first 
day of class). This course incorporates 24 clock hours of classroom instruction and 24 clock hours of in-
car instruction (with at least 6 hours of behind the wheel driving experience). Students successfully 
completing this course receive a New York State certificate which often results in a 5%-40% insurance 
discount. Out of New York State students will be required to take an additional 8-hour drug and alcohol  
course in Connecticut. Students should contact the Guidance Office to make arrangements to enroll in 
the Driver Education course through the Guidance Office.         
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Fishers Island Student Support Program 
 

Many students become temporarily at risk for academic and behavioral problems during their secondary 
school years. However, sometimes students consistently demonstrate a lack of academic, social, and 
emotional skills that do not allow them to be successful secondary school students. A Student Support 
Team has been developed to address these studŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ  
 
The Fishers Island Student Support Team is a school-based, problem solving team whose purpose is to 
assist teachers with intervention-ŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ functioning by 
utilizing available resources. The ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ referral and continues 
during the Student Support Team process, as determined by the team.  
 
The Fishers Island Student Support Team is composed of core members including the Guidance 
Counselor, School Psychologist, two mainstream teachers, Speech therapist, and Special Education 
teacher. The team will involve the referring teacher, additional faculty, and support staff to work toward 
resolution of the problem. The general goals of the Fishers Island Student Support Team are as follows:  
 

1.  To promote early identification of, and assistance for, students whose personal problems 
 interfere with school performance. 
2.  To establish an easy, accessible, visible system within the school that views student 
 behavioral problems and academic difficulties as symptoms of student distress including 
 a possible substance abuse problem. 
3.  To provide information and to teach coping skills to all students in order to prevent future 
 problems. 
4.  To increase student awareness of resources that are available within the school and to 
 ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ άƛǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ƘŜƭǇΦέ 
5.  To increase staff awareness of the type and extent of problems faced by adolescents 
 today. 
6.  To increase staff awareness of resources in the school and to increase staff referrals to 
 these resources for specific behavioral or academic problems. 
7.  To increase communication between school and parents regarding student problems. 
8.  To provide parents with information regarding school and community resources for 
 students and families. 
9.  To increase the interaction between school and community in order to provide additional 
 resources for youth within the community. 

 
Students who exhibit behaviors of concern should be referred to the Student Support Team. Behaviors 
of concern may include, but are not limited to, poor attendance, low academic performance, behavior 
problems, and discipline, changes in behavior or performance, and personal problems. Students 
reentering the high school from outside placements with behaviors of concern should also be referred 
to the team. 
 
!ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ƻǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ that 
interfere with school performance may make a referral by filling out a referral form obtained from the 
Guidance Office. All referral forms will be reviewed by the Guidance Counselor and presented at the 
Student Support Team meeting for discussion. The Team conducts some of the following activities to 
promote early identification and coordination of appropriate interventions: 
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 Accepts referrals from teachers, administrators, parents, students, and staff 

 Gathers information concerning the reported problem 

 Discusses the information and develops an action plan 

 Provides feedback to the referring teacher 

 Refers the student to other professionals within the school 

 aƻƴƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀŦŦ 

 May notify parent of referral 

 Arranges for after-support for the student 

 Advises students and families of the availability of community resources. 

 
Guidance and Counseling Services 

 
The Fishers Island School counseling program is evolving as a student-centered, sequential program that 
is consistent with the developmental stages of learning. Services are delivered to students through a 
counseling and guidance curriculum model which is in alignment with state and national standards. The 
School Counselor at Fishers Island provides specific lessons and activities that are delivered through a 
variety of settings: classroom, group, and individual conferences.  
 
The counseling program is an integral part of the total educational experience, in that it provides 
continuous assistance, support, and meaningful experiences for all students. The services complement 
the instructional program by helping students realize their potential and understand their academic and 
personal strengths and weaknesses, thus empowering them to participate in their own development. 
Given the challenges faced by students today, the focus of the Fishers Island counseling program is to 
enhance the learning process in three broad areas: Academic Development, Career Development, and 
Personal/Social Development. The following are specific program goals: 
 
Academic Development:   

 Assist students as they acquire the attitudes, knowledge and skills that contribute to effective learning 

 Encourage students to employ strategies to achieve academic success and prepare students for wide 
range of post secondary options 

 Help our students understand the relationship of academics to the world of work, and to life at home and 
in the community 

 

Career Development: 

 Assist students in acquiring the skills necessary to investigate the world of work in relation to knowledge 
of self and to make informed career decisions 

 Help students employ strategies to achieve future career success and satisfaction 

 Promote the understanding of the relationship between personal qualities, education and training, and 
the world of work 

 
Personal/Social Development: 

 Help students acquire the attitudes, knowledge and interpersonal skills to help them understand and 
respect self and others 

 Assist students in making decisions, setting goals and taking the necessary action to achieve goals 

 Encourage students to understand and utilize safety and survival skills 
 

Some of the specific services and activities provided through the Guidance Office are: 
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1.  Planning and implementing orientation and transition programs for new students 
2.  Counseling and scheduling appropriate academic program with a focus on a four-year plan 
3.  Coordinating standardized testing programs 
4.  Providing college and career counseling 
5.  Organizing and presenting parent/student workshops, assemblies, and presentations on a variety of 
 topics: financial aid, parenting skills, time management, college and career, conflict resolution, decision 

making skills, study skills and test taking strategies, etc. 
6.  Arranging student, teacher, parent, counselor conferences 
7. Providing information regarding summer enrichment programs, internships, and job shadowing 

opportunities 
8.  Providing group and/or individual counseling for social/emotional or academic difficulties 
9.  Interpreting school records and standardized test scores 

10.  Making referrals to special services staff  
11.  Providing referral services to outside special service agencies 

 
 Post High School Planning / Career Center 

 
The Fishers Island School Career Center is to be located in the Guidance Office next year. The district will 
utilize the Naviance, tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ and MyRoad software systems as an integral part of the planning process. 
Each of these systems is user friendly and encourages family participation in this process. Please refer to 
the Fishers Island School Post Secondary Planning Guide (available in the Guidance office) for a more 
detailed explanation of the opportunities available to students after high school. The Guide will also be 
available online next year. To assist students, including alumni, in exploring postsecondary options, the 
Planning Career Center will offer the following resources: 
 

 Computers for extended college/career searches 

 /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǎΣ ǾƛŜǿ ōƻƻƪǎΣ /5ΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ 

 SAT prep material 

 Occupational handbooks 

 Career encyclopedias 

 Financial aid information 

 College maps for planning visits 
 

The center is open during the school day. We encourage our students, parents and community members 
to utilize these services. Additional services may also be found on the school counseling and guidance 
website in the future.  

Pre-Registration for Courses for 20010-2011 
 

²ƘŜƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ course pre-registration, each student must consider his/her needs, 
interests, abilities and tentative post-high school plans. It is recommended that each student seek 
information on the district website Course Registration link. The district website provides information to 
guide students and their parents through the entire process.   
 
Additionally, students should seek advice from family members, teachers and the school counselor in 
addition to giving careful consideration to the course descriptions in this Program of Studies. Pre-
registration worksheets will be distributed to students and their parents in March. Students must be 
very careful to use the correct course title and course number when completing these worksheets.  
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Comprehensive Listing of 

Course Offerings*  

20 10 -201 1 

 

 
       
 
 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*It should be acknowledged that the comprehensive listing of courses in this section reflects the         
offerings available to students depending on development of a final master schedule for the upcoming 
school year.  Some elective courses may not be offered each semester or every school year.   
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Fishers Island School 
English Language Arts Course Offerings 

Mary Sawyer 
 

 
Grade 
 

 
Course Offerings 

7 
 
English  Language Arts ï Grade 7 
 

8 
 
English  Language Arts ï Grade  8    
 

9 
 
Introduction to Literature and Composition 
 

10 
 
World Literature and Composition 
 

11 
 
American Literature and Composition 
 

12 
 
British Literature and Composition 
 

 
 

English Language Arts Program Standards 
 
Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding 

Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect 

data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, 

and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted 

conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information. 

 

Standard 2: Language for Literary Response and Expression 

Students will read and listen to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances from American and world 

literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the diverse social, historical, and 

cultural dimensions the texts and performances represent. As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written language 

that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-expression and artistic creation. 

 

Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 

Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation. As listeners and readers, students will analyze 

experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, 

they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety 

of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues. 

 

Standard 4: Language for Social Interaction 

Students will listen, speak, read, and write for social interaction. Students will use oral and written language that follows the 

accepted conventions of the English language for effective social communication with a wide variety of people. As readers and 

listeners, they will use the social communications of others to enrich their understanding of people and their views. 

 
Summer Reading Program 

 
Students entering Grades 8 through 12 will be assigned a summer reading book provided by the district.  In addition, each 
student will read another book of his or her own choosing to be completed before the beginning of school.  
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English Language Arts Course Descriptions 
 
 
English Language Arts - Grade 7     1 unit  Course No. 001 
Grade 7 
2 semesters 

This middle school level course follows NYS English Language Arts Core Curriculum with its emphasis on reading, 
writing, listening and speaking.  Throughout the year, reading is approached with an emphasis on main idea 
identification and techniques to enhance understanding through class work and independent assignments.  
Literature study includes all genres and promotes reading skills, inference and vocabulary.  Composition includes 
weekly themes, mechanics of writing and editing practice. Quarterly reading presentations are based on personal 
reading choices.  The formal research project is introduced and taught in concert with the Social Studies 
department.  Students in the seventh grade are required to take the NYS English Language Arts Test in January. 
 
English Language Arts - Grade 8     1 unit  Course No. 002 
Grade 8 
2 semesters 
The NYS English Language Arts Core Curriculum with its emphasis on reading, writing, listening and speaking is the 
heart of this middle school level course.  Reading is a key element presented through literature and independent 
ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎΦ /ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ά/ƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ !ƎŜΣέ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƴƻǾŜƭǎΣ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǇƭŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ŀǊŜ 
explored.  Formal vocabulary study begins with exploration of root words, their meanings and applications.  
Composition continues with weekly themes, complex topic sentences, introduction of the thesis and methods of 
paragraph development. Editing skills and mechanics of grammar are taught.  Research project skills are continued 
with the Social Studies Department, Information Technology and Art Departments as a presentation piece is 
included.  Quarterly personal reading projects are required. Students in the eighth grade are required to take the 
NYS English Language Arts Test in January. 
 
Introduction to Literature and Composition 
Grade 9        1 credit  Course No. 003 
2 semesters 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƻǊȅ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎŜƴǘǎΩ 
Program of Comprehensive English.  Composition is the formal essay with the three-part thesis and learning to 
follow the accepted conventions of the English language. Vocabulary study comprises a daily exploration of words, 
their derivations, forms and uses. All genres are presented as well as a study of Shakespeare and the reading of 
one of his plays--Julius Caesar and/or Romeo and Juliet-- and a special unit on the essay as a literary form. 
Quarterly independent book projects are required.  Research project skills are continued in connection with the 
Social Studies, Information Technology and Art Departments.         
 
 
World Literature and Composition    
Grade 10        1 credit  Course No. 004 
2 semesters 

The focus of tenth grade English is advanced writing instruction, literature in translation and test-taking strategies 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ t{!¢ΩǎΦ Lƴ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ŜȄǇŀƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ strengthening the thesis using precise 
language, additional organizational techniques, and effective introductions and closings. Vocabulary study 
continues with the study of classical roots as word families. Literature focuses on understanding different 
perspectives formed by diverse social, cultural and historical dimensions. A second Shakespeare play, Othello, and 
Far Eastern, European, African literature and film as literature are presented.  Research paper work continues with 
all four departments and with less teacher intervention. Quarterly book reviews of independent reading are 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎŜƴǘǎΩ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦ      
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American Literature and Composition 
Grade 11        1 credit  Course No. 005 
2 semesters 
Culturally diverse, classic and contemporary American authors comprise the studies in junior English.  Students 
read a variety of works corresponding to periods in American history with the recurring theme of American social 
criticism. The study of Shakespeare continues with Macbeth.  Composition advances with literary analysis in 
greater depth, practicing identifying and writing about the presence of figurative language in literature in 
preparation for the Regents Comprehensive Exam required of all juniors in June. Vocabulary changes to the Wordly 
Wise program emphasizing various definitions, shades of meaning and analogies.  Formal reviews of great books 
by American authors are required. Research project preparation continues with the focus on increasing student 
independence.    
 
 
British Literature and Composition 
Grade 12        1 credit  Course No. 006 
2 semesters 
This final year of high school English is devoted to preparing students for what they should expect in introductory 
college English classes, technical schools or the workplace.  Composition is the intense work on writing effective 
autobiographical essays encouraging students to reflect on their past accomplishments, talents and plans for the 
future.  Self-ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŘƛǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘΦ  [ŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ 
analytical writing assignments from great works are assigned.  Literature is a survey beginning with the Anglo-
Saxon Period and Beowulf, moving through history to contemporary authors. Hamlet and Twelfth Night are 
important titles. Students learn the nature of each historical period in Great Britain through their literature.  
Quarterly book reviews on books by British authors are assigned, and the research project process continues.  
Formal vocabulary study continues with Wordly Wise.    
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Fishers Island School 

Mathematics Course Offerings 
Nathan Matzdorff 

 

 
Grade 

 
Course Offerings 

7 Math 7 

8 Pre-Algebra 

9 Integrated Algebra 

10 Integrated Geometry 

11 Algebra II with Trigonometry 

12 
Personal Finance 
Fundamental Calculus 

 
 
 
 

                   Mathematics Learning Standards 
 

Standard 1: Analysis, Inquiry, and Design 
Students will use mathematical analysis, scientific inquiry, and engineering design, as appropriate, to pose 
questions, seek answers, and develop solutions. 
 
Standard 2: Information Systems 
Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies. Students will 
understand the relationships and common themes that connect mathematics, science, and technology and 
apply the themes to these and other areas of learning. 
 
Standard 3: Mathematics (Revised 2005) 
Students will understand the concepts of and become proficient in the skills of mathematics; communicate 
and reason mathematically; become problem solvers by using appropriate tools and strategies; through the 
integrated study of number sense and operations, algebra, geometry, measurement, and statistics and 
probability. 
 
Standard 6: Interconnectedness: Common Themes 
Students will understand the relationship and common themes that connect mathematics, science, and 
technology and apply the themes to these and other areas of learning. 
 
Standard 7: Interdisciplinary Problem Solving 
Students will apply the knowledge and thinking skills of mathematics, science and technology to address real-
life problems and make informed decisions. 
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Mathematics Course Descriptions 
 
Mathematics 7        1 unit  Course No. 100 
Grade 7 
2 semesters 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǊƛǘƘƳŜǘƛŎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ DǊŀŘŜ т {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ 
Topics include: exponents, measurement, simple algebraic equations; operations with integers, decimals, and 
fractions; graphing and different types of graphs; percents; circles, polygons and geometric transformations; 
perimeter, area, and volume; probability; the Pythagorean Theorem; and solving basic multi-step equations. 
Students must take the New York State Grade 7 Math Test in March. A scientific calculator is required. 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of 6

th
 grade math 

 
Pre-Algebra                                 1 unit  Course No. 101 
Grade 7 or 8 
2 semesters 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ŀƴŘ άǘƻƻƭǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƎŜōǊŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ DǊŀŘŜ у Standards. Topics 
include: graphing lines and other equations; functions and sequences; exponents and roots; ratios, proportions 
and similarity; percents; foundations of geometry; perimeter, area and volume; data and statistics; probability; 
multi-step equations and inequalities; and polynomials. Students must take the New York State Grade 8 Math Test 
in March. A scientific calculator is required. 
Prerequisite: Math 7 or recommendation of 6

th
 grade teacher 

 
Integrated Algebra       1 credit  Course No. 909 
Grade 8 or 9 
2 semesters 

Integrated Algebra is the first course of a three-year high school-level program of study in mathematics resulting in 
a Regents Diploma. Topics included are traditional algebra (solving equations, inequalities, and systems thereof; 
applying properties of exponents, etc.), graphing linear and non-linear functions, set theory, probability, right 
triangle trigonometry, radicals, statistics, and properties of basic geometric figures. The major emphasis of 
Integrated Algebra is on the fundamental skills of algebra and the various algebraic strategies that can be applied 
to solving mathematical problems. Students will take the Integrated Algebra Regents Exam in June at the end of 
this course. A TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator is required. 
Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra 
 
Integrated Geometry       1 credit  Course No. 919 
Grades 9, 10, or 11 

Integrated Geometry is the second course of a three-year high school-level math program of study resulting in a 
Regents Diploma. Students will take an integrated approach to the study of geometric relationships. Topics will 
include geometric properties of planar and three-dimensional figures; measurement and relationships of points in 
both two and three dimensions; triangle congruence and similarity; formal and informal proof; transformational 
geometry; and coordinate geometry and using systems of equations in coordinate geometry proofs. Students will 
use both the traditional compass and straightedge, and geometric exploration software to investigate and develop 
their knowledge of geometric relationships and properties. Students will take the Integrated Geometry Regents 
Exam in June at the end of this course. A TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator is required. 
Prerequisite: Integrated Algebra  
 
 Algebra II and Trigonometry      1 credit  Course No. 922 
Grade 11 or 10 
2 semesters 
Algebra II and Trigonometry is the capstone course of the three-year high school level math program of study 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ wŜƎŜƴǘǎ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴ-depth knowledge of algebraic and 
trigonometric properties, but will also help students develop alternative problem-solving strategies and 
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algorithms. Topics will include: number systems including imaginary and complex numbers; polynomial, absolute 
value, radical, trigonometric, exponential, rational, and logarithmic functions and their properties; direct and 
inverse variation; systems of equations; data analysis including measures of dispersion, regression and correlation; 
arithmetic and geometric sequences; probability; and right triangle trigonometry and trigonometric equations and 
identities. Students will take the Algebra II and Trigonometry Regents Exam in June at the end of this course. A 
graphing calculator will be relied on throughout the course.  A TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator is required. 
Prerequisite: Integrated Geometry 
 
Fundamental Calculus       1 credit              Course No. 105 
Grade 12  
2 semesters 
This course will provide students with a thorough foundation in fundamental calculus and analysis concepts and 
skills.  Topics will include analytic trigonometry; matrices; vectors and linear algebra; series and sequences; 
parametric equations, polar coordinates; limits; continuity; derivatives (including trigonometric and logarithmic 
derivatives, rules, and implicit differentiation), and basic integration and integrals.  All of the above concepts will 
be reinforced and/or developed through the use of a graphing calculator.  A TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator is 
required.  
Prerequisite: Grade of 80% or better in Algebra II and Trigonometry, or instructor recommendation 
 
Personal Finance       1 credit  Course No. 923 
Grade 12 
2 semesters 

Math & Financial Applications is a 1 credit specialized interdisciplinary business course related to the New York 
State Mathematics Learning Standards. This course is designed to prepare students for both college level business 
programs and or to understand the complex financial world they will encounter during their lives. Topics will 
include: creating formulas; interest; budgeting and depreciation; banking and loans; credit; annuities and 
investment; payroll; financial statement analysis; and currency. A TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator is required for 
this course.  
Prerequisite: Integrated Geometry and recommendation of the math department and school counselor. 
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Fishers Island School 
Social Studies Course Offerings 

                                                                        Tim Sermak 
 

 
Grade  

 
Course Offerings 

7 United States History I 

8 United States History II 

9 Global History & Geography I 

10 Global History & Geography II 

11 United States History & Government (Required) 

12 

 
Participation in Government (Required) 
Economics (Required) 
  

 
 

Social Studies Learning Standards 
 

Standard 1: History of the United States and New York 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, 

developments and turning points in the history of the United States and New York. 

 

Standard 2: World History 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, 

developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of 

perspectives. 

 

Standard 3: Geography 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the 

interdependent world in which we liveτlocal, national, and globalτincluding the distribution of people, places, and 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ 

 

Standard 4: Economics 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of how the United States and other 

societies develop economic systems and associated institutions to allocate scarce resources, how major decision-

making units function in the United States and other national economies, and how an economy solves the scarcity 

problem through market and nonmarket mechanisms. 

 

Standard 5: Civics, Citizenship, and Government 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing 

governments; the governmental system of the United States and other nations; the United States Constitution; the 

basic civic values of American constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, 

including avenues of participation. 
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Social Studies Course Descriptions 
 
 

United States History I       1 unit  Course No. 300  
Grade 7 
2 semesters 

Social studies content in grades 7 focuses on a chronologically organized study of United States and New York 
State history. Course content is divided into 6 units, tracing the human experience in the United States from pre-
Columbian times through the end of the Civil War, tying political, geographic, economic, and social trends in 
United States history to parallel trends and time frames in New York State history.  Special emphasis is placed on 
methods of social science and primary source document reading. 

 
United States History II      1 unit  Course No. 301 
Grade 8 
2 semesters  

This course is the second half of a state-required two year sequence. Course content is divided into 5 units, tracing 
the human experience in the United States from post-Civil War industrialization through modern times, tying 
political, geographic, economic, and social trends in United States history to parallel trends and time frames in 
New York State history.  Special emphasis is placed on primary source document reading and social studies essay 
writing. 

 
 

Global History and Geography I     1 credit   Course No. 302 
Grade 9  
2 semesters 

This course is the first half of a state-required two year sequence covering the five social studies standards and 
common themes that recur across time and place. Various areas of the world will be studied in chronological 
context. Students will learn the development of cultures, economics, and political systems from their origins in 
ancient and classic civilizations through the end of the 18th century. 

 
Global History and Geography II      1 credit   Course No. 303 
Grade 10 
2 semesters 

This course is the second half of a two-year sequence providing students with a global perspective covering the 
five social studies standards and common themes that recur across time and place. In addition, four major 
historical eras are studied from the late 18

th
 century through the present day with an emphasis on incorporating 

global connections and interactions.  Throughout the course activities including individual maps, timelines, 
historical documents and other social study skills will be incorporated into the curriculum. Emphasis on 
development of the social studies essay will be included.  The course culminates with a state mandated Regents 
examination that tests students understanding of key concepts from their two-year study of Global History & 
Geography. 

 
U.S. History and Government      1 credit   Course No. 304  
Grade 11 
2 semesters 

The United States History and Government course is a chronological survey approach to United States History from 
the Enlightenment period through the new millennium. Students will learn about the structure and function of the 
United States government and the importance of being informed and active citizens in their community, states, 
and nation. Students will obtain an understanding of the ways our cultural heritage supports our democracy, how 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
change over time. Students are required to take the State Regents examination as a culminating assessment of 
their study of United States History and Government. 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Global History I & II 
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Participation in Government      .5 credit  Course No. 305  
Grade 12 
1 semester 

This course makes up half of the required fourth year of Social Studies. This course focuses on Civics, Citizenship 
and Government as it relates to past and present public issues. The goal is to increase student awareness of their 
rights and responsibilities as a citizen. Students will be engaged in completing projects as they proceed through the 
content of the course.  Special focus is placed on political theory & ideology as well as political participation in a 
democratic society. 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Global History and U.S. History & Government  
 
Economics        .5 credit    Course No. 306 
Grade 12 
1 semester 

This course makes up the second half of the required fourth year of Social Studies. This course includes the basic 
economic concepts and understandings which all persons need to function effectively and intelligently as 
participants in the economy of the United States. Emphasis will be based on macro & microeconomics and 
personal finance and includes a component from the W! SE financial literacy certification program.   
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Global History and U.S. History. 
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Fishers Island School 
Science Course Offerings 

                       Carol Giles 
 

 
Grade 
 

 
Course Offerings 

7 
 
Life Science 
 

8 
 
General Science 
 

9 
 
Physical /Marine Science 
 

10 
 
Life Science-The Living Environment 
 

11 
 
Chemistry or Physics 
 

12 

 
Chemistry or Physics 
 
 

 
Science Learning Standards 

 
Standard 1: Analysis, Inquiry, and Design  
Students will use mathematical analysis, scientific inquiry, and engineering design, as appropriate, to pose 
questions, seek answers, and develop solutions. 

 
Standard 2: Information Systems 
Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies. 
 
Standard 3: Science 
Students will understand and apply scientific concepts, principles, and theories pertaining to the physical setting 
and living environment and recognize the historical development of ideas in science. 
 
Standard 4: InterconnectednessτCommon Themes 
Students will understand the relationships and common themes that connect mathematics, science, and 
technology and apply the themes to these and other areas of learning. 
 
Standard 5: Interdisciplinary Problem Solving 
Students will apply the knowledge and thinking skills of mathematics, science, and technology to address real-life 
problems and make informed decisions. 

 
Science Course Offerings 

 
Life Science        1 unit  Course No. 200 
Grade 7 
2 semesters 
Life Sciences is a course designed to have students learn about the living world, the biological systems of its 
inhabitants, and their interrelationships. The dependence of life forms on their internal and external environments 
is stressed. The course is designed to have students actively perform laboratory exercises which get students 
involved in the actual practice of science rather than the accumulation of knowledge.  
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General Science       1 unit  Course No. 201 
Grade 8 
2 semesters  

General science will explore physical phenomena, the origin of our planet, processes that continue to shape the 
Earth system, and the methods used to acquire scientific knowledge. Topics of study include science skills, 
structure of matter, state, and properties of matter, enŜǊƎȅΣ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳȅΣ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 
and environment, plate tectonics, and weather. The course is designed to have students actively perform 
laboratory exercises that get students involved in the actual practice of science.  
    
Physical/Marine Science      1 credit  Course No. 202 
Grade 9 
2 Semesters 

Physical Science in an activity-focused, inquiry-based approach to exploring the physical and chemical principles 
involved in the study of matter, energy, and the movement of materials throǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊǎΦ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ 
experimentation and discussion are integral parts of this course, which incorporates key concepts, principles, and 
theories in the fields of chemistry, electricity and magnetism, energy transformation, motion, and forces. Emphasis 
is placed on the physical and chemical properties and biotic species of our surrounding marine water. This course 
places an emphasis on mathematical applications. 
     
The Living Environment        1 credit  Course No. 203 
Grade 10 
2 Semesters 

This course is designed to instill an appreciation of the environment, an understanding of ecological principals and 
the historical discoveries that led up to modern biological understandings. It is coupled with a minimum of 20 
hours of laboratory work to observe many of the biological principals taught in the classroom. Most importantly, 
the course will prepare students for more advanced biology courses in college, and possibly a career in the field. 
   
Chemistry        1 credit  Course No. 204 
Grade 11 or 12  
2 Semesters 

This course in Chemistry presents a modern view of Chemistry. The basic core of the course includes: Matter and 
Energy, Atomic Structure, Bonding, Periodic Table, Mathematics of Chemistry, Kinetics and Equilibrium, Acid-Base 
Theories, Redox and Electrochemistry, Organic Chemistry, Application of Principles of Reaction. Students will learn 
how to use scientific data to solve more intricate problems. Included with the theoretical aspects is a minimum of 
twenty hours of laboratory work. Students will become familiar with chemical techniques and lab safety. 
 
Physics        1 credit  Course No. 205 
Grade 11 or 12 
2 semesters 

Physics is the study of the physical world from the laws governing the celestial bodies to those that govern the 
intricate workings of the atoms. There is extensive work interpreting readings, equations, and graphs. Emphasis is 
placed on problem solving, critical thinking, effective communication, and criticism. Students are expected to use 
algebraic expressions as well as verbal arguments to explain concepts. This course has a laboratory requirement of 
a minimum of 20 hours. 
 Prerequisites: Strong algebra skills and a basic knowledge of trigonometry 
 
 

 
                                                    

 
 

 



 

 

Page 29 of 53 
 

           Fishers Island School 
Languages Other Than English (LOTE) Course Offerings  

                                                                  Christine Anifantakis 
  

Grade Spanish French* 

7 
 
Spanish IA 

 

8 
 
Spanish IB 

 

9 
 
Spanish II 
 

 
French I 

10 

 
Spanish III 
 

 
French I 
French II 

11 

 
Spanish IV 
 

 
French I 
French II 

12 

 
Spanish V 
 

 
French I 
French II 

   
*French courses will be offered based on availability of certified staff and student interest. 

 

 

Languages Other Than English (LOTE) Learning Standards 
 

Standard 1: Communication Skills 

Students will be able to use a language other than English for communication. 

 

Standard 2: Cultural Understanding 

Students will develop cross-cultural skills and understandings. 

 
 
 

Languages Other Than English Course Descriptions 
 

 
Spanish IA         1 unit  Course No. 400  
Grade 7 
2 semesters 

Spanish 1A introduces students to the Spanish language. It is offered both to students who have learned basic 
Spanish previously, as well as to those who have not studied Spanish before. The emphasis is on beginning 
listening and speaking skills, with some work in reading and writing. Students learn through the use of 
contextualized thematic vocabulary used in real-ƭƛŦŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άŦƻƻŘέ ŀƴŘ άǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎέΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ 
grammatical structures, such as how to form sentences. Comparisons and similarities between English and Spanish 
will be stressed whenever applicable. Both traditional teaching (such as grammar instruction and reading aloud) 
and non-traditional teaching methods (such as language games, TPRS, role-playing and internet activities) are 
used. In addition, some traditions and geography of Spain and Latin American culture are introduced. 
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Spanish IB        1 unit  Course No. 401  
Grade 8 
2 semesters 

Spanish IB is offered for students who have successfully completed Spanish IA or the equivalent. This course 
reviews, then expands studentsΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƳƳŀǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ, and emphasizes listening 
and speaking skills, with some work in reading and writing. Students learn through the use of contextualized 
thematic vocabulary, with a focus on common real-life situations. Comparisons and similarities between English 
and Spanish will be stressed whenever applicable. Both traditional teaching (such as grammar instruction and 
reading aloud) and non-traditional teaching methods (such as language games, TPRS, role-playing and internet 
activities) continue to be used. Traditions and practices of Spain and Latin America are taught, with the aim of 
acquiring some degree of cultural awareness. The New York State Proficiency Exam in Spanish (Regents Checkpoint 
A) is administered at the end of the school year. 
 
Spanish II         1 credit  Course No. 403 
Grade 9 
2 semesters 

This course is offered for students who have successfully completed Spanish IB or the equivalent. This course 
deepens stuŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ grammatical structures with the aim of increasing their ability to 
understand, speak, read and write in Spanish. Vocabulary is taught through the use of contextualized thematic 
vocabulary, with a focus on common real-life situations. Comparisons and similarities between English and Spanish 
will be stressed whenever applicable. Both traditional teaching (such as grammar instruction and reading aloud) 
and non-traditional teaching methods (such as TPRS, role-playing and internet activities) continue to be used.  In 
addition, traditions, practices and some history of Spain and Latin America are taught, with the aim of deepening 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΦ  
 
Spanish III         1 credit  Course No. 404 
Grade 10 
2 semesters 

Taking the concepts and thematic vocabulary mastered in Spanish IA, Spanish IB and Spanish II, Spanish III aims to 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŦƭǳŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
writing. Both traditional teaching (such as grammar instruction and reading aloud) and non-traditional teaching 
methods (such as TPRS, role-playing and internet activities) continue to be used.  Students will increase their 
knowledge of the cultures and traditions of Spain and Latin America, with the aim of broadening their cultural 
literacy regarding these regions. The New York State Regents Exam in Spanish (Regents Checkpoint B) is 
administered at the end of the school year. This class is conducted almost solely in Spanish. 
 
Spanish IV         1 credit  Course No. 405 
Grades 11 and 12 
2 semesters 

Spanish IV uses the concepts and vocabulary learned in prior levels and applies them in the reading and analysis of 
various forms of literature, including short novels, poetry, biographies, articles and song texts. In addition, students 
learn through the viewing and analysis of Spanish-language films and by undertaking internet research projects 
using Spanish-language websites. In addition, an in-depth analysis of key aspects of Hispanic history (such as the 
conquest of Mexico by Cortés) and Hispanic culture (such as the works and influence of artists such as Pablo 
Picasso and Frida Kahlo) are undertaken. The class is conducted solely in Spanish. 
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Spanish V         1 credit  Course No. 406 
Grades 11 and 12 
2 semesters 

Spanish V uses and expands the concepts and vocabularies learned in prior levels and applies them in the reading 
and analysis of various forms of literature, including short novels, poetry, biographies, articles and song texts. In 
addition, students learn through the viewing and analysis of Spanish-language films and by undertaking Internet  
research projects using Spanish-language websites. In addition, an in-depth analysis of key aspects of Hispanic 
history and Hispanic culture in Spain, Latin America and the United States are undertaken. The class is conducted 
solely in Spanish. 
 
 
French I         1 credit  Course No.965  
Grades 9, 10, 11 and 12 
2 semesters 

French I introduces students to the French language. It is offered both to students who have learned basic French 
previously, as well as to those who have not studied French before. The emphasis is on beginning listening and 
speaking skills, with some work in reading and writing. Students learn mostly through the use of storytelling 
(TPRS), reading, and the viewing and discussion of French-language films. Comparisons and similarities between 
English and French will be stressed whenever applicable. Very little traditional teaching (such as grammar 
instruction) is used. Cultural traditions, history and geography of France and francophone countries and regions 
are introduced. The NYS Proficiency Exam in French (Regents Checkpoint A) is administered at the end of the year. 
 
French II         1 credit       Course No. 966 
Grades 10, 11 and 12 
2 semesters 

French II is offered for students who have successfully completed French I or the equivalent. The emphasis is on 
advanced listening and speaking skills, with increasing work in reading and writing. Students learn mostly through 
the use of storytelling (TPRS), reading, and the viewing and discussion of French-language films. As in French I, 
comparisons and similarities between English and French continue to be stressed whenever applicable. Very little 
traditional teaching (such as grammar instruction) is used. Students develop a deeper knowledge of the cultural 
traditions, history and geography of France as well as of the francophone countries and French-heritage 
populations of the United States. The New York State Regents Exam in French (Regents Checkpoint B) is 
administered at the end of the school year. 
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Fishers Island School 

Music Course Offerings 
Meredith Blanzaco 

 

Grade General Instrumental Strings Vocal 

7 
 
Music In Our Lives: 
Music of the Sea 

 
Concert Band 
 

 
Chamber Orchestra 

 
Chorus 

8 
 
Music In Our Lives: 
General Music 8 

 
Concert Band 
 

 
Chamber Orchestra 

 
Chorus 

9 

 
Music Theory I 
Music Theory II 
 

 
Concert Band 
 

 
Chamber Orchestra 

 
Chorus 

10 

 
Music Theory I 
Music Theory II 
 

 
Concert Band 
 

 
Chamber Orchestra 

 
Chorus 

11 

 
Music Theory I 
Music Theory II 
 

 
Concert Band 
 

 
Chamber Orchestra 

 
Chorus 

12 

 
Music Theory I 
Music Theory II 
 

 
Concert Band 
 

 
Chamber Orchestra 

 
Chorus 

 
Music Learning Standards 

 
Standard 1: Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Arts 

Students will actively engage in the processes that constitute creation and performance in the arts (dance, music, theatre, and 
visual arts) and participate in various roles in the arts. 
 

 Students will compose original music and perform music written by others. They will understand and use the basic elements 
of music in their performances and compositions. Students will engage in individual and group musical and music-related 
tasks, and will describe the various roles and means of creating, performing, recording, and producing music. 

 Students will use traditional instruments, electronic instruments, and a variety of nontraditional sound sources to create 
and perform music. They will use various resources to expand their knowledge of listening experiences, performance 
opportunities, and/or information about music. Students will identify opportunities to conǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ 
music institutions, including those embedded in other institutions (church choirs, industrial music ensembles, etc.).  
Students will know the vocations and avocations available to them in music. 
 

Standard 2: Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources 

Students will be knowledgeable about and make use of the materials and resources available for participation in the arts in 
various roles. 
. 

 Students will demonstrate the capacity to listen to and comment on music. They will relate their critical assertions about 
music to its aesthetic, structural, acoustic, and psychological qualities. Students will use concepts based on the structure of 
ƳǳǎƛŎΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōǊƻŀŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎe concepts from other 
disciplines to enhance their understanding of music. 

 Students will develop a performing and listening repertoire of music of various genres, styles, cultures that represent the 
peoples of the world and their manifestations in the United States. Students will recognize the cultural features of a 
variety of musical compositions and performances and understand the functions of music within the culture.  
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Music Course Descriptions 

 
 

Music in Our Lives: Music of the Sea     .5 unit  Course No. 711 
Grade 7 
1 semester 

This course is designed to give students a general knowledge in music theory and Western music history, while 
enhancing their abilities in both singing and instrumental performance. The seventh grade is required to fulfill a 
άaŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ aǳǎƛŎέ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΣ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǇŜǊǘƻƛǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
will perform in a school-wide concert during the spring semester. 
 
Music in Our Lives: General Music      .5 unit  Course No. 712 
Grade 8 
1 semester 

This course reviews the theory and history studied in Music of the Sea and then introduces more complex 
concepts, including clef reading, key signatures, and basic composition. Students will study music of non-Western 
countries, including that of Latin America, Asia, and Africa, as well as a unit on Broadway-style music. The students 
will enhance their abilities in performance by participating in the school-wide concert in the fall semester. 
 
Music Theory I        .5 credit  Course No. 715 
Grades 9-12 
1 semester 

This course includes the study of staff, clefs, meter, rhythm, notation, scale construction, keys, intervals, three-
tone and four-tone chord structure, key relationships, and tonal relationships within the key. Students should have 
some basic knowledge from previous general music courses, including staff, clefs, scales, and note values. Interval 
relationships and chord progressions will be introduced, along with aural ear training. 
 
Music Theory II       .5 credit  Course No. 716 
Grades 9-12  
1 semester 
This course includes the review of staff, clef, meter, rhythm, notation, scale construction, keys, intervals, three-
tone and four-tone chord structure, key relationships, and tonal relationships within the key. Instrument 
transposition and chord progressions will also be studied through written exercises and musical repertoire 
analysis. Other topics will include seventh chords, non-harmonic tones, cadences, and harmonization. A basic 
introduction to music notation software and music technology will also be included. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Music Theory I. 
 
Concert Band        1 credit  Course No. 714 
Grades 7-12 
2 semesters 

This course is open to any student in grades 7-12 who shows proficiency in playing a recognized band instrument. 
Band meets daily throughout the school year and includes a forty-minute sectional/band rehearsal during one 
scheduled class per week. Two major concerts are performed yearly. Students will refine the skills of ensemble 
playing, which includes phrasing, balance, and interpretation of music. The band will participate in one major 
outside activity each year, such as a music festival or band day. Students are encouraged to take private lessons 
outside of school to enhance their performance.  
Prerequisite:   Recommendation from 6

th
 grade music lesson teacher. 
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Chorus         1 credit  Course No. 960 
Grades 7-12 
2 semesters 

The chorus meets daily and is made up of students who have had some previous musical experience in general 
music classes or vocal groups. The students will develop good sight-reading ability, proper use of the voice as an 
instrument, and an ability to hold their assigned part against other parts or accompaniment. 
 
Chamber Orchestra       1 credit  Course No. 962 
Grades 7-12 
2 semesters 

Chamber Orchestra will be made up of students with two years of experience who have shown musical ability on 
their string instrument. The group will study and rehearse quality chamber repertoire encompassing all periods of 
music while using chamber music techniques. The group will perform in two school concerts yearly. Private lessons 
are highly recommended outside of school to enhance their performance. 
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Fishers Island School 

Visual Art Course Offerings  
Carrie Sawyer 

 
 

Grade 

 
Foundation  
Courses 
 

Drawing 
Painting 

Sculpture 
Mixed Media 

Advanced  
Courses 

7 
 
Art 7 

   

8 
 
Art 8 

   

9 
  

 
 
 

 

10 

  
Studio in Art  
Studio in Drawing & Painting 

 
Studio in Art  
Studio in Sculpture 

 

11 

  
Studio in Drawing & Painting 
Studio in Fashion Design & Illustration 

 
Studio in Sculpture 

 
 
Advanced Studio in Art/Portfolio 

12 

  
Studio in Drawing & Painting 
Studio in Fashion Design & Illustration 

 
Studio in Sculpture 

 
 
Advanced Studio in Art/Portfolio 

 

 
 

Visual Arts Learning Standards 
 

Standard 1: Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Arts 

Students will actively engage in the processes that constitute creation and performance in the arts (dance, music, theatre, and 
visual arts) and participate in various roles in the arts. 

 
 Students will make works of art that explore different kinds of subject matter, topics, themes, and metaphors. Students 

will understand and use sensory elements, organizational principles, and expressive images to communicate their own 
ideas in works of art. Students will use a variety of art materials, processes, mediums, and techniques, and use appropriate 
technologies for creating and exhibiting visual art works. 

 Students will know and use a variety of visual arts materials, techniques, and processes. Students will know about 
resources and opportunities for participation in visual arts in the community (exhibitions, libraries, museums, galleries) 
and use appropriate materials (art reproductions, slides, print materials, electronic media). Students will be aware of 
vocational options in the visual arts. 
 

Standard 2: Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources 

Students will be knowledgeable about and make use of the materials and resources available for participation in the arts in 
various roles. 

 

 Students will reflect on, interpret, and evaluate works of art, using the language of art criticism. Students will analyze 
the visual characteristics of the natural and built environment and explain the social, cultural, psychological, and 
environmental dimensions of the visual arts. Students will compare the ways in which a variety of ideas, themes, and 
concepts are expressed through the visual arts with the ways they are expressed in other disciplines. 
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Visual Arts Course Descriptions 

 
Art 7 
Grade 7        .5 credit  Course No. 701 
1 Semester 

This is a mandatory half year course for all seventh grade students.  The course deals primarily with color theory 
and utilizing that theory in relevant areas such as advertising and painting. 

 
Art 8 
Grade 8        .5 credit  Course No. 702  
1 semester 

This is a mandatory half year course for all eighth grade students.  The course concentrates on the use of elements 
and principles of art as it relates to art projects.  Various materials will be used and art history is incorporated. 

 
Studio in Art: Comprehensive Foundation Course   1 credit              Course No. 703 
Grade 10            
2 semesters                                                                                                                  

This is a year-long introduction to the nature, function, and techniques of the visual arts in the present and past. It 
covers drawing, painting, sculpture, and some art history.  It is designed to provide basic fundamentals for each 
area.  It is strongly recommended that this course be taken in ninth grade, as it is a required prerequisite for ANY 
art elective.  This class fulfills the one fine arts credit requirement for graduation.   
 
Studio in Drawing and Painting  
Grades 10-12        1 credit  Course No. 705 
2 semesters 

Students will learn all aspects of drawing throughout this course from still lives to figure drawing to three 
dimensional representations.  With various traditional materials students will develop skills to reach their full 
potential as illustrators. This course also develops each studentΩs painting skills and techniques.  Students will 
develop their own painting style as they explore the qualities of different types of paint.  This course is required for 
some other elective courses in art. 
Prerequisite:  Studio in Art  
 
Studio in Sculpture  
Grades 10-12             .5 credit  Course No. 761 
1 semester 

This is a half ȅŜŀǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ-
dimensional materials.  Students will work with a variety of mediums and study various master sculptors. 
Prerequisite:  Studio in Art  
 
Studio in Fashion Design & Illustration 
Grades 11-12          .5 credit  Course No. 763 
1 semester  

Fashion Design is an introductory course where students can increase their knowledge of the fashion world as well 
as develop design skills.  Students will study fashion trends over the course of history.  Students will learn how to 
draw and design an entire collection of work. 
Prerequisite:  Studio in Art and Drawing & Painting  

 
Advanced Studio in Art/ Portfolio  
Grades 11-12        1 credit  Course No. 717 
2 semesters 

This class is for junior and senior students who are geared toward a career in art and have taken other art 
ŜƭŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ 
develop their own personal style and artistic statements.  This course is only open to juniors and seniors.  
Prerequisite:   Studio in Art and Drawing  
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Fishers Island School 
Computer and Business Course Offerings 

 Linda Bean 
 
 

 
Grade 

 

 
Communication & 

Technology 
 

6 & 7 
 
Keyboarding 

9 
 
Computer Applications:  
MS Office 

10 
Advanced Computer Applications: 
Graphic Arts, Digital Photography, 
Video Production 

11 

Advanced Computer Applications: 
Graphic Arts, Digital Photography, 
Video Production 
Programming 
Accounting I 

12 

Accounting I 
Advanced Computer Applications: 
Graphic Arts, Digital Photography, 
Video Production  
Animation:  Flash 
Animation: 3D Drawing--3Ds Max 
Automated Accounting 
 

 
 
 

Computer and Business Education Learning Standards 
 

 
Standard 1: Career Development 

Students will be knowledgeable about the world of work, explore career options, and relate personal skills, 

aptitudes, and abilities to future career decisions. 

 

Standard 2: Integrated Learning 

Students will demonstrate how academic knowledge and skills are applied in the workplace and other settings. 

 

Standard 3a: Universal Foundation Skills 

Students will demonstrate mastery of the foundation skills and competencies essential for success in the 

workplace. 

 

Standard 3b: Career Majors 

Students who choose a career major will acquire the career specific technical knowledge/skills necessary to 

progress toward gainful employment, career advancement, and success in postsecondary programs. 
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Computer and Business Course Descriptions 
 
 
Keyboarding        .5 unit  Course No. 601 
Grades 6 & 7 
1 Semester 

Students will learn the touch-type method of keyboarding.  Emphasis is placed on accuracy and reaching speeds of 
25 words per minute.  Students will also learn how to use the numeric key pad to type numbers.  Some basic word 
processing will also be introduced.  (Seventh graders only take this if they are new to the school and did not take 
the course in the sixth grade.) 
 
Computer Applications: MS Office     1 credit  Course No. 600  
Grade 9 
2 Semesters 

This course is designed for students who have mastered the touch method of keying. Emphasis will be placed on 
document production using Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint and Publisher.  Through these programs students will 
learn how format business letters, reports, newsletters, flyers, tables and enhanced documents that include 
graphics.  (This course is a required course for graduation from Fishers Island Schoolτtherefore it can be taken 
after Grade 9 if a student enters the school after Grade 9.) 
 Prerequisite:   Keyboarding 
 
Advanced Computer Applications: Graphic Arts, Digital Photography,  
Video Production        1 credit  Course No. 602  
Grades 10-12 
2 Semesters 

Computer graphics provides students with the opportunity to learn how to create and modify graphics to be used 
on web sites as well as in other personal applications.  Students will use digital cameras and scanners and learn 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΨǎ ȅŜŀǊōƻƻƪΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
create videos with digital cameras and video cameras.  They will also be able to digitally modify and enhance their 
videos using Windows Movie Maker and Adobe Premiere Elements. 
 Prerequisite:   Computer Applications and Keyboarding 
 
Programming        1 credit  Course No. 603 
Grades 11-12 
2 Semesters 
Students will use Visual Basic to learn the techniques of programming.  Through this program students will learn 
how to make their own applications for personal use or for business use.  These skills are useful for more advanced 
courses that use a scripting language.  
 Prerequisite:  Keyboarding 
 
 
Animation: Flash       .5 credit  Course No. 625 
Grade 11-12 
1 Semester 
Students will use Macromedia Flash to create and animate graphics.  Throughout the course students will 
be assigned projects to animate. Some of these projects could be interactive video, greeting cards, and 
web applications.  
Prerequisite:  Keyboarding, Computer Applications, and Advanced Computer Applications 
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Animation/3D Drawingð3Ds Max     1 credit  Course No. 626 
Grade 11-12 
2 Semesters 
Students will learn how to create 3D objects using a full-featured 3D modeling, animation, rendering, and effects 
program.  This project is used to make solutions for top-selling video games and award winning film and video 
content.  
 Prerequisite:  Keyboarding, Advanced Computer Applications, Animation: Flash  
 
Accounting I        1 credit  Course No. 608 
Grades 11-12 
2 Semesters 

This course familiarizes students with the accounting principles and practices commonly used in business.  
Students work with journals, ledgers, work sheets and financial statements and use Excel to facilitate the 
accounting process. The students will check records, bank reconciliations, and financial reports. 
 Prerequisite:  Computer Applications, Keyboarding 
 
Automated Accounting      .5 credit  Course No. 906 
Grade 12 
1 Semester 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ vǳƛŎƪōƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ άǊŜŀƭ ƭƛŦŜέ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΦ   
Prerequisite:  Keyboarding and Accounting I 
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           Fishers Island School 
Technology Education Course Offerings 

   John Weil 
 

Grade 
Foundation 

Courses 

 
Systems 

 
Electives 

7 
 
Introduction to Technology I 

  

8 
 
Introduction to Technology II 

  

9 

 
Materials Processing 
 

 
Introduction to Construction Systems 
Introduction to Manufacturing Systems 

 

10 

 
Electricity and Electronics 

 
Introduction to Construction Systems 
Introduction to Manufacturing Systems 

Black and White Photography 
Small Engines 
Furniture I A 
Furniture IB 
 Advanced Materials Processing 

11 

 
Advanced Materials Processing 
Electricity and Electronics 
World of Technology 

 
Construction Systems 
Manufacturing Systems 
Career and Financial Management 

Black and White Photography 
Advanced Photography 
Small Engines 
Furniture I A 
Furniture IB 
Advanced Materials Processing 

12 
 

 
Advanced Materials Processing 
Electricity and Electronics 
World of Technology 

 
Construction Systems 
Manufacturing Systems 
 
 
 

Black and White Photography 
Advanced Photography 
Small Engines 
Furniture I A 
Furniture IB 
Advanced Materials Processing 

 
 

Technology Education Learning Standards 
 
Standard 1: Analysis, Inquiry, and Design 

Students will use mathematical analysis, scientific inquiry, and engineering design, as appropriate, to pose questions, seek 

answers, and develop solutions. 

 

Standard 2: Information Systems 

Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies. 

 

Standard 3: Technology 

Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, use, and evaluate products and systems to satisfy 

human and environmental needs. 

 

Standard 4: Interconnectedness: Common Themes 

Students will understand the relationships and common themes that connect mathematics, science, and technology and apply 

the themes to these and other areas of learning. 

 

Standard 5: Interdisciplinary Problem Solving 

Students will apply the knowledge and thinking skills of mathematics, science, and technology to address real-life problems and 

make informed decisions. 
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Technology Education Course Descriptions 

 
Introduction to Technology I      .5 unit  Course No. 612 
Grade 7   
1 Semester 

Introduction to Technology is a hands-on, project- based course designed to enable students to understand the 
concepts that underlie technological systems. Students will learn about the influence of technology on their 
lifestyle, including home, school and the world of work. The course will guide students through hands-on projects 
in the following curriculum areas: Getting to Know Technology, What Resources Are Needed for Technology, How 
People Use Technology to Solve Problems, Systems and Sub-Systems in Technology, and How Technology Affects 
People and the Environment. 
 
Introduction to Technology II      .5 unit  Course No.613  
Grade 8 
1 Semester 

Introduction to Technology II is a hands-on, project-based course designed to enable students to understand the 
concepts that underlie technological systems. Students will learn about the influence of technology on their 
individual lifestyles, including home, school, and the world of work. The course will guide students through hands-
on projects in the following curriculum areas: Choosing Appropriate Resources for Technological Systems, How 
Resources Are Processed by Technological Systems, Controlling Technological Systems, Technology and Society: 
Now and in the Future, and Using Systems to Solve Problems. 

 
Materials Processing       .5 credit  Course No. 614 
Grade 9 
1 semester 

This project-based course introduces students to the basic skills required for working with different types of 
materials. Students will gain an understanding of the characteristics and properties of different materials such as 
wood, metal, plastic and other synthetic materials. The curriculum provides students with challenging problems 
that result in the design and manufacturing of various projects. Units of study include safe use of hand and power 
tools, measurement, properties of materials, pattern development, separating, fastening, and finishing processes. 

 
Introduction to Construction Systems     .5 credit  Course No. 617 
Grades 9-10 
1 semester 
This course will cover basic construction principles and practices. Emphasis will be placed on design, geometric 
theories, construction and evaluation/testing. Some projects may include bridges, roof trusses, cantilever beams, 
geodesic domes, residential wall framing, towers, pneumatic structures and concrete work. This class will be 
taught from a hands-on, problem solving approach. 

 
Introduction to Manufacturing Systems    .5 credit  Course No. 616  
Grades 9-10 
1 semester 

This hands-on course is designed to give students a chance to use their skills gained in previous technology courses 
to design and develop a product that can be mass-produced through the use of an assembly line. Students will 
work together to design jigs and fixtures that can be used with the equipment in the technology lab to mass 
produce products. They will also gain an understanding and role-play the various occupations related to the areas 
of manufacturing. 
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Advanced Materials Processing     .5 credit  Course No. 615 
Grades 10-12 
1 semester 
This course is designed to provide those students who have taken Materials Processing with an opportunity to 
further enhance their knowledge and technical skills in processing different materials. Students will be expected to 
apply their prior knowledge along with learning new and advanced skills in solving design challenges. This will be 
done through complex hands-on projects. 
Prerequisite:  Materials Processing 
 
Electricity and Electronics      .5 credit  Course No. 619 
Grades 10-12 
1 semester 
This course is an introduction to basic electronics. The fundamentals of electricity, what it is, how it is measured, 
and how it can be used is explored. Students will learn to design and build hands-on projects using an electronic 
trainer module. Once the students have gained skills in electronics and soldering, they may build some of the 
following take-home projects: burglar alarm, reaction tester, strobe light, telephone, light organ, and robot(s). 
Household wiring, circuit breakers, lights, switches, and outlets will also be studied. 
 
Black and White Photography      .5 credit  Course No. 709 
Grades 10-12 
1 semester 

This course will serve as an introduction for the beginning photographer. The student will learn how to use 
cameras and how to process film to make photographic prints. The course includes 35mm black and white film, 
dark room technology, flash technology, and on Island photo shoots. Students will demonstrate their competence 
by producing photographic negatives and prints, and by developing a portfolio of their work. 
 
Advanced Photography      .5 credit  Course No. 710 
Grades 11-12 
1 semester 

This course is designed for students who have a serious interest in pursuing photography as a life-long hobby or 
career. Students will be expected to produce professional quality work and to perfect their skills using 35 mm black 
and white film and advanced dark room techniques. Students will also be introduced to color photography and 
digital photography. Advance Photography students will produce an extensive portfolio of their work.  
Prerequisite:  Black and White Photography 
 
Small Engines        .5 credit  Course No. 618  
Grades 10-12 
1 semester 
Small Engines is intended to offer entry level instruction and training in the areas of tool use, measurement, 
maintenance, diagnostics, personal and shop safety, theory, design and applications as they pertain to the subject 
of small internal combustion engines. Students will be exposed to various methods of instruction, including (but 
not limited to) lecture, interactive research and instruction via computer applications, audiovisual instruction, and 
hands-on learning in a lab environment.  
   
Furniture IA and IB                       .5 or 1 credit     Course No. 620/621 
Grades 10-12 
1 or 2 semester 
This course is designed to further the studentsΩ abilities and techniques in using wood as an artistic and functional 
medium. Major emphasis will be placed on furniture design and planning, proper use of woodworking tools and 
machinery, and shop safety.  With each semester of furniture, the students will be given the opportunity to further  
develop their skills on an individual basis. Students will be taught from a laboratory, hands-on approach with 
freedom to create custom projects.  Students will be expected to demonstrate logical thinking and problem solving 
skills. Prerequisite: Materials Processing or approval of the instructor 
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World of Technology       1 credit  Course. No.622 
Grades 11-12 
2 semesters 
The focus of this course is to prepare students to understand and apply technological skills, principles, and 
concepts in an authentic, problem-based environment. This course will cover many dimensions of technology with 
the goal of developing learners to be technologically literate citizens. Hands-on activities will allow students to 
ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǊȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ DǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ 
individual activities engage students in creating ideas, developing innovations, and engineering practical solutions. 
Some of the activities students may experience include: creating your own polymer, design and build your own 
bungalow to scale, design a catapult to hit a target, design functional furniture out of cardboard, and design and 
build a tower to withstand an earthquake. This course can be used to fulfill the requirement of a third year in 
science or mathematics. 
 
Construction Systems       .5 credit  Course No. 623  
Grades 11-12 
1 semester 

This course provides students with an understanding of the key principles associated with residential building 
construction. An understanding of the process of how structures are designed and constructed will be emphasized. 
Students will learn these major concepts and principles through hands-on activities and projects. Units of study 
include safe use of hand tools, materials, structural elements, forces, blueprint reading, building codes, framing 
processes and other construction processes. Some past projects include the construction of a teen center, 
greenhouse, and photography laboratory. 
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Construction Systems or Materials Processing or approval of the instructor 
 
Manufacturing Systems      .5 credit  Course No. 616 
Grades 11-12 
1 semester 

This course provides students the opportunity to learn to combine the wide array of skills attained in previous 
courses as they learn how to operate and manage their own manufacturing business. Students will have the 
opportunity to simulate the process of starting a manufacturing company. They will design, market and distribute a 
άǊŜŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ-solving, decision-making, 
teamwork and social skills as they work to attain individual and group goals. By the end of the course, students will 
understand the entrepreneurial process from identifying a business opportunity and developing a business plan, to 
manufacturing and marketing a product. 
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Manufacturing Systems or Materials Processing or approval of the instructor 
 
 Career and Financial Management     .5 credit  Course No. 706 
Grades 11-12 
1 semester 

This course is a must for everyone, both college-bound students and those who will be entering the job market 
after high school graduation. All of the skills that are essential for independent living and choosing a career will be 
taught. Units of instruction cover how businesses are organized, career selection, banking, budgeting, apartment 
hunting, checkbooks, resumes, how to prepare your taxes, and job interviews. 
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Fishers Island School 
Family and Consumer Sciences Course Offerings 

Carrie Sawyer 
 

Grade 
Foundation 

Courses 

7 
 
Home and Career 
Skills 7 

8 

 
Home and Career 
Skills 8 

 
  

Family and Consumer Sciences Learning Standards 
 
 

Standard 1:  Personal Health and Fitness 
Students will have the necessary knowledge and skills to establish and maintain physical fitness, participate in physical 
activity, and maintain personal health. 
 
Standard 2:  A Safe and Healthy Environment 
Students will acquire the knowledge and ability necessary to create and maintain a safe and healthy environment. 
 
Standard 3: Resource Management 
Students will understand and be able to manage their personal and community resources. 

 

 
 
 
Family and Consumer Science Course Descriptions 

 
 
Home and Career Skills 7      .5 unit  Course No. 610 
Grade 7 
1 Semester 

This is a mandatory half year course for all seventh grade students. The course introduces students to content such 
as community relations, clothing, food, nutrition, career education, parenting, child development, housing, 
consumer issues, and communication skills. 
 
Home and Career Skills 8      .5 unit  Course No. 611  
Grade 8  
1 Semester 

This is a mandatory half year course for all eighth grade students.  The course is a continuation of the previous year 
as it further explores the concepts of community relations, clothing, food, nutrition, career education, parenting, 
child development, housing, consumer issues, and communication skills.  
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Fishers Island School 
Health Education Course Offerings 

Dan Gillan 
 

 

 
Grade 

 
Course 

 

 
8 

 
Middle School Health Education 

 

 
10 

 
High School Health Education 

 

     
 
 

Health Education Learning Standards 
 

 
 

Standard 1: Personal Health and Fitness 
Students will have the necessary knowledge and skills to establish and maintain physical fitness, participate in 
physical activity, and maintain personal health. 
 
Standard 2: A Safe and Healthy Environment 
Students will acquire the knowledge and ability necessary to create and maintain a safe and healthy environment. 
 
Standard 3: Resource Management 
Students will understand and be able to manage their personal and community resources. 

 
 

 
 
Health Education Course Descriptions 

 
 

Health ï Grade 8       .5 credit  Course No. 500 
1 semester 

This Health Education course will include the following topics: mental and emotional health, family living, growth 
and development, nutrition, alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs, communicable and chronic diseases, injury 
prevention, consumer health and environmental health. 
 
 
Health ï Grade 10       .5 credit  Course No. 501 
1 semester 
In this Health Education course, students will study units on mental and emotional health, family and social health, 
body systems, growth and development, medicines and drugs, diseases and disorders, injury prevention and 
safety, consumer and environmental health.  
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Fishers Island School 
Physical Education Course Offerings 

Dan Gillan 
 

 
Grade 

  
Course 

 

7 

 
Physical Education: Grade 7  
 

8 
 
Physical Education: Grade 8 
 

9 

 
Physical Education: Freshman Program 

10 

 
Physical Education: Sophomore Program 
*Team Sports and Fitness 

11 

 
Physical Education: Junior Program 
*Team Sports and Fitness 
 

12 

 
Physical Education: Senior Program  
*Team Sports and Fitness 
 

           *Elective 

Philosophy 
 

The physical education program at the Fishers Island School promotes education activities that stimulate and guide 
the intellectual, social, emotional and physical development of all students, including those students with special 
needs.  The Fishers Island School physical education curriculum provides opportunities to experience cooperation 
as a member of a group or as a member of a team, observing the rules of fair play and good sportsmanship.  The 
curriculum also reflects a knowledge of and proficiency in the basic skills and exercises used for body maintenance 
and the pursuit of leisure time activities. 
Passing grades in physical education are a requisite for high school graduation. 
 

Physical Education Learning Standards 
 

Standard 1: Personal Health and Fitness 
Students will have the necessary knowledge and skills to establish and maintain physical fitness, participate in 
physical activity, and maintain personal health. 
 
Standard 2: A Safe and Healthy Environment 
Students will acquire the knowledge and ability necessary to create and maintain a safe and healthy 
environment. 
 
Standard 3: Resource Management 
Students will understand and be able to manage their personal and community resources. 
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Physical Education Course Descriptions 
 

 
Physical Education: Grades 7ð9        .5 credit each Course No. 502 
Grade 7, 8, 9          Course No. 506 
1 semester each           Course No. 507 

The Physical Education program is designed to prepare individuals to be active, healthy, intelligent and responsible 
participants in society. Opportunities are provided for physical growth and development, improving muscular 
strength and endurance, agility and flexibility, coordination and balance, and maximum development of physical 
fitness. The program is a continuation of the activities presented at the elementary level and is designed to give 
each student a strong background for further development in the high school.  Sports:  football, soccer, basketball, 
badminton, volleyball, floor hockey, softball, lacrosse and the Presidential Physical Fitness Test.  
 
 
Physical Education: Grades 10ð12      .5 credit  each Course No. 503 
Grades 10, 11, 12         Course No. 508 
1 semester each         Course No. 509 

Physical Education in the senior high school years experiences a shift from team sports toward lifetime activities 
such as golf, tennis, bowling and archery. The students learn that the intrinsic rewards of competition outweigh 
the extrinsic and are not dependent upon the outcome. They realize the implications and benefits of positive 
health practiŎŜǎ ǳǇƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ 
pleasure, socialization, recreation, and stress reduction. Muscular strength and cardiovascular fitness are always 
incorporated into warm-up periods.  Sports: football, basketball, volleyball, floor hockey, ultimate Frisbee, tae bo, 
weight lifting, badminton, tennis, biking, bowling, lacrosse and the Presidential Physical Fitness test. 
 
 
Team Sports and Fitness:  Elective I and II                                           .5 credit each      Course No. 510 

 Grades 10, 11 and 12         Course No.  511 
1 semester each 
This course will consist of learning the fundamentals of team sports, sportsmanship and competition.  It will cover 
the basic principles of fitness including nutrition, aerobic exercise and conditioning.  The course will help learners 
develop character, leadership, responsibility, compassion and loyalty.      
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     Fishers Island School 
Library Program Framework 

Leslie Tombari 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

American Association of School Librarians Standards for the 21st Century Learners 
 

The AASL Learning Standards are based on the idea that learners use skills, resources, and tools to: (1) inquire, 
think critically, and gain knowledge; (2) draw conclusions, make informed decisions, apply knowledge to new 
situations, and create new knowledge; (3) share knowledge and participate ethically and productively as members 
of our democratic society; and (4) pursue personal and aesthetic growth.  
 
The Fishers Island School Library is developing programming in keeping with the American Association of School 
Librarians Standards for 21

st
 century learners. The library is managed by a Library Assistant who works with the 

faculty to provide assistance in use of the library, guidance with research projects, and assistance with correlating 
the use of print and online learning materials with the curriculum. To that end, the following common beliefs 
(AASL) serve as guidelines for providing these services to students and staff:  
 

 Reading is a window to the world: Reading is a foundational skill for learning, personal growth, and 
enjoyment. The degree to which students can read and understand text in all formats (e.g., picture, video, 
print) and all contexts is a key indicator of success in school and in life. As a lifelong learning skill, reading 
goes beyond decoding and comprehension to interpretation and development of new understandings.  

 
 
 

 

 
Specific Area 
of Learning 

 
    21

st
 Century Learners: Information Literacy Framework 

(Grades 7-12) 
 

SKILLS 

 
Key abilities needed for understanding, learning, thinking, and mastering subjects. 
 
KEY QUESTION: Does the student have the right proficiencies to explore a topic or 
subject further? 

DISPOSITIONS IN 
ACTION 

 
Ongoing beliefs and attitudes that guide thinking and intellectual behavior that can be 
measured through actions taken.  
 
KEY QUESTION: Is the student disposed to higher-level thinking and actively engaged in 
critical thinking to gain and share knowledge? 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
Common behavior used by independent learners in researching, investigating, and 
problem solving. 
 
KEY QUESTION: Is the student aware that the foundational traits for the 21st-century 
learning require self-accountability that extends beyond skills and dispositions? 

SELF-ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGIES 

 
wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
responsibilities are effective.  
 
KEY QUESTION: Can the student recognize personal strengths and weaknesses over 
time and become a stronger, more independent learner?  
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 Inquiry provides a framework for learning. To become independent learners, students must gain not only 
the skills but also the disposition to use those skills, along with an understanding of their own 
responsibilities and self-assessment strategies. Combined, these four elements build a learner who can 
thrive in a complex information environment.  

 

 Ethical behavior in the use of information must be taught. In this increasingly global world of 
information, students must be taught to seek diverse perspectives, gather and use information ethically, 
and use social tools responsibly and safely. 

 

 Technology skills are crucial for future employment needs. ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ 
information skills that will enable them to use technology as an important tool for learning, both now and 
in the future.  
 

 Equitable access is a key component for education. All children deserve equitable access to books and 
reading, to information, and to information technology in an environment that is safe and conducive to 
learning.   
 

 The definition of information literacy has become more complex as resources and technologies have 
changed. Information literacy has progressed from the simple definition of using reference resources to 
find information. Multiple literacy, including digital, visual, textual, and technological, have now joined 
information literacy as crucial skills for this century.  
 

 The continuing expansion of information demands that all individuals acquire the skills to select, 
evaluate, and use information appropriately and effectively. The amount of information available to our 
learners necessitates that each individual acquire the skills to select, evaluate, and use information 
appropriately and effectively.   

 

 Learning has a social context. Learning is enhanced by opportunities to share and learn with others. 
Students need to develop skills in sharing knowledge and learning with others, both in face-to-face 
situations and through technology.  
 

 School libraries are essential to the development of learning skills. School libraries provide equitable 
physical and intellectual access to the resources and tools required for learning in a warm, stimulating, 
and safe environment. School librarians collaborate with others to provide instruction, learning strategies 
and practice in using the essential learning skills needed in the 21

st
 century. 
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The Learning Standards and Alternate Performance Indicators for Students with Severe Disabilities 
 

The Board of Regents has set higher learning standards for all students. These standards state that, in order to 
receive a high school diploma, a student must demonstrate the ability to do high school work. Earlier standards, 
measured by Regents Competency Tests (RCTs), were based on minimum high school graduation requirements at a 
Grade 8 level. The state department, in keeping with NCLB and IDEA legislation, has determined that the previous 
standards were too low. However, it is fully recognized that the newly revised standards may be out of reach for 
some special education students who are severely disabled. Nonetheless, the documented success rate of students 
with disabilities is much better than some might have predicted. Therefore, the New York State Department has 
stated the following: 

 All students with disabilities must have access to general education courses, electives and tests required for a high 
school diploma regardless of where they attend school or the type of school they attend. 

 Not all students with disabilities will pursue the requirements for a Regents or local diploma. Some students will be 
awarded an Individualized Education Program (IEP) diploma based on achieving the educational goals specified in the 
IEP. Their IEP must be linked to the learning standards and to appropriate performance indicators for the student.  

To that end, the Fishers Island School special education services utilizes the New York State Alternate Performance 
Indicators, as needed, for students with IEPs and provides access to academic intervention services to assist 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ LƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ 9[!Σ 
math, social studies, and science. The courses outlined on Page 56 have been created for that purpose. (See 
www.vesid.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/learnstand/htm for a complete listing of the standards.  

 
Special Services Program Descriptions 

Learning Strategies         Course No. 990 
Grades 7-10 

Students are recommended for the Learning Strategies through the CSE process. Students will benefit from 
individual or small group instruction in strategies especially designed to be relevant to the needs of the high school 
curriculum. The strategies include, but are not limited to, self-advocacy, organization, time management, note 
taking, composition development, reading comprehension, test preparation and test taking skills. Placement in this 
course by CSE only.    2.5 ς 4.0 hours per week each semester equals .5 credit. 
      4.5 ς 6.5 hours per week each semester equals 1 credit. 

   
Study Center           Course No. 991 
Grades 11-12 
Juniors and Seniors are recommended for this course through the CSE process. They will continue to develop 
organization and time management skills and to apply previously learned strategies to their academic classes. 
Students will monitor their performance in mainstream classes on a regular basis. Placement in this course by CSE 
only.      2.5 ς 4.0 hours per week each semester equals .5 credit. 
      4.5 ς 6.5 hours per week each semester equals 1 credit. 
 

Schoolïto-Career Program      .5 Credit Course No. 992  

 Grades 11-12 
1 semester 
Students will prepare for transition to post-secondary life through a planned continuum of active exploration of 
independent living skills, career and vocational opportunities and community resources. Skills development will 
include assessment of strengths, interests, technology competencies, and job readiness. Activities will include self-
advocacy strategies, guest speakers, field trips, and job shadowing. May be taken as many times as necessary. 
Placement in this course is by CSE only. 
  

Transition Internship      0.5 ς 1.0 Credit  Course No. 994  

Grade 12 

Students will explore career areas of interest through participation in supervised employment opportunities in the 
community. Emphasis will be on developing skills necessary to become independent and responsible employees. 
 

http://www.vesid.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/learnstand/htm
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Fishers Island School 
Course Selection Sheet 20010-2011 

Grades 7-8 
 

 
 
Student Name ______________________________________ Rising Grade ________________________ 
 
 
Please Note:   
 
ü Students, working with their parents, should select courses carefully.  Remember, a course may be dropped only with 

the written permission of the Guidance Counselor and the School Superintendent / Principal. 
 

ü School officials will make an effort to offer every elective requested; however, a lack of sufficient enrollment, staffing 
or scheduling constraints may dictate that some electives not be offered. Any student who chooses an elective that is 
not offered will be counseled through the Guidance Office in selecting another elective that is in keeping with the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ-year plan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________Date:________________ 

 
 

Grade 7 Grade 8 

Required Courses  

Language Arts  (1 credit) 

U.S. History I (1 credit) 

Math 7 (1 credit) 

Life Science (1 credit) 

Spanish IA (1 credit) 

Home & Careers (.5 credit) 

Intro to Technology I (.5 credit) 

Band OR Music in Our LivesτSea (.5 credit) 

Art 7 (.5 credit) 

Computer Keyboarding (.5 credit) 

Physical Education 7 (.5 credit) 

 

TOTAL                                        8.0 credits 

Required Courses  

Language Arts (1 credit) 

U.S History  II (1 credit) 

Math 8 (1 credit) 

General Science (1 credit) 

Spanish IB (1 credit) 

Home & Careers (.5 credit) 

Intro to Technology II (.5 credit ) 

Health 8 (.5 credit) 

Band OR Music in Our LivesτGenl. (.5 credit) 

Art 8 (.5 credit) 

Physical Education 8 (.5 credit) 
 

TOTAL                                        8.0 credits 
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Fishers Island School 
Course Selection Sheet 2010-2011 

Grades 9-12 
 

Student Name ______________________________________                 Rising Grade ________________________ 
Please Note: 

 Students, working with their parents, should select courses carefully.  Remember, a course may be dropped only with 
the written permission of the Guidance Counselor and the School Superintendent / Principal. 

 School officials will make an effort to offer every elective requested; however, a lack of sufficient enrollment, staffing 
or scheduling constraints may dictate that some electives are not offered.  Any student who chooses an elective that 
ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ-
year plan. 

 All 9
th

-12
th

 grade students at Fishers Island School MUST take 8 credits per year. 

   

  

 
  Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________________Date:_____________________ 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Required Courses  

Intro to Lit/Comp (1 credit) 

Global Hist/Geo I (1 credit) 

Integrated Algebra (1 credit) 

Physical Science/Lab (1 credit) 

Comp Applications (1 credit) 

Materials Processing (.5 credit) 

Language other than English  
                                               (1 credit)                                        

Physical Education (.5 credit) 

 

TOTAL                         7.0 credits 

Required Courses  

World Lit/Comp (1 credit) 

Global Hist/Geo II (1 credit) 

Math 10  (1 credit) 

Science/Lab (1 credit) 

Music Theory (.5 credit) 

Studio Art (1 credit) 

Physical Education (.5 credit) 

Health  (.5 credit) 

TOTAL                     6.5 credits 

Required Courses  

American Lit/Comp (1 credit) 

U.S. History/Govt (1 credit) 

Math 11 (1 credit) 

Science/Lab (1 credit) 

Adv Computer App (1 credit) 

Physical Education (.5 credit) 

 

 

 

TOTAL                     5.5 credits 

Required Courses  

British Lit/Comp (1 credit) 

Economics (.5 credit) 

Part. in Govt (.5 credit) 

VHS (1 credit) 

Personal Finance (1 credit) 

Physical Education (.5 credit) 

 

 

 

TOTAL                     4.5 credits 

 
Sequence Courses / Electives  

Complete each blank below: 

 
1.____________________ 

2.____________________ 

3.____________________ 

4.____________________ 

 

 
Sequence Courses / Electives  

Complete each blank below: 

 
1.___________________ 

2.___________________ 

3.___________________ 

4.___________________ 

 

 
Sequence Courses / Electives  

Complete each blank below: 

 
1.____________________ 

2.____________________ 

3.____________________ 

4.____________________ 

5.____________________ 

6.____________________ 

7.____________________ 

8.____________________ 

 

 
Sequence Courses / Electives  

Complete each blank below: 
 

1.___________________ 

2.__________________ 

3.___________________ 

4.___________________ 

5.___________________ 

6.___________________ 

7.____________________ 

8.____________________ 

 


